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moved down to the basement while our
bathroom is being remodeled. The base-
ment has the only working tub in the
house and I’ve been taking full advan-
tage of it. My own tub hasn’t worked for
over 16 years.

Now that I have access, I can hear the
bathtub call to me. It says, “It’s cold out-
side. Warm up; bring a book. I’ll bring
the bubbles if you bring the wine.” And
I’ve learned to listen to its siren call.

I’ve become a serial bather. Now, in-
stead of relaxing in front of the TV at
night, I crawl into the bathtub to read.
When I get my work done at the end of
the day, I treat myself to a soak. My rec-

ord? Two baths in one day. But like they
say, records are made to be broken.

When the master bathroom is fin-
ished, I’m going to invite my mother for
a visit. And now that I know what the
word means, I’m going to let her do all
the decompressing she wants while she
soaks in my new free-standing tub.

I won’t talk to her outside the bath-
room door. I won’t beg to sit beside the

tub, and I won’t weasel my way into the
water with her. I’ll just let her read her
Kindle, undisturbed, for as long as she
wants. My father won’t even have to
make me promise. I owe my mom for all
those times I interrupted her special re-
laxing time. But looking back, I’m glad I
did.

Leslie Snow may be reached at snow
column@aol.com.
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site of “an old car lot with an igloo-look-
ing building” into his newfangled busi-
ness.

“We never made a profit for the first
two years, but I was prepared for that,”
explained Shupe.

Slowly, he began to cultivate a cus-
tomer following and the business took
off at 7145 Clinton Hwy.

His son, Stephen, now 48, has
worked with his father since the busi-
ness opened. Stephen’s wife, Misty, is
also a bookkeeper in the family-owned
business.

“I told them, you won’t be able to get
Bill Gates-rich (working here), but you
will be able to have a decent standard of
living,” said Shupe. “It worked. The
good Lord has blessed us.”

In addition to selling mowers, chain-
saws, blowers, weed whackers and
trimmers, Shupe said his business fea-
tures a highly trained service staff and a
massive inventory of parts.

Behind the service counter are rows
and rows of spare parts for every make
and model of outdoor power equipment
imaginable.

“Our biggest thing that kept us going

over the years is our parts department,”
said Shupe. “We have thousands and
thousands of parts. We probably have
the best inventory in Knox County.”

Shupe said he’ll stack his skilled ser-
vice department up against anybody’s.

“We have three service fellows whose
experience adds up to about 75 years.
Working on (today’s power equipment)
is certainly a lot more complicated than
it used to be.

“We have to send our guys to school
constantly. It’s a lot different than the
old days when you just had to put in
points and plugs.”

Powell Power Equipment features
eXmark zero-turn riding mowers and
carries a full line of Stihl products.

Stand-behind, self-propelled Snap-
per mowers are also a popular purchase
by homeowners with small or medium
lawns.

Shupe said another big change over
the years is the number of women who
come into the shop looking to buy power
equipment.

Shupe said he has no plans on retir-
ing anytime soon. After all, he has 40
years of relationships tied up in his
business.

“They like me to be here,” he said
with a laugh.

“I would like to be the social chair-
man. I’ve really enjoyed the people.”
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Powell Power Equipment is at 7145 Clinton Highway. MIKE BLACKERBY/SHOPPER NEWSShupe carries the top-of-the-line eXmark riding mowers. MIKE BLACKERBY/SHOPPER NEWS

thers. Westin Reynolds contributed six
points while Bruce Chapman scored five.
Josh Woods added three blocks for Pow-
ell.

It was the seventh appearance in the
state tournament in school history by
Powell.

Barnes and the Panthers have won 22
games each of the last three seasons.

Congratulations to Powell on another
great season!

Powell’s Largest Yard Sale!

Want to participate in a first-of-a-
kind event that could be the start of a fun

Powell tradition?
The 2018 Powell Community Yard

Sale, hosted by the Powell Lions Club,
will be held from 8 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday, April 7.

The yard sale will be at the Powell Li-
ons Club, 7145 Old Clinton Pike.

“We are asking any community buy-
ers/sellers to come help in hopes to be-
come ‘Powell’s Largest Yard Sale,’” said
Cory Payne, of the Powell Lions Club.

For more information about the yard
sale and other upcoming events spon-
sored by the Lions Club, access e-club-
house.org/sites/powelltn/calendar.php.

Included on the site is a flyer for ven-
dors for the event.

Vendor booths are $15 for early birds
by April 2.

Booths, depending on availability, will
be $25 the day of the yard sale.

Alumni Gala

The Powell High School Alumni Asso-
ciation’s 100 Year Gala will be 5:30-8 p.m.
on Saturday, April 7, at Powell High
School.

The event is a celebration of the influ-
ence of the high school on the communi-
ty and a way to support past and future
students.

Tickets are $40 and include dinner,
with semiformal attire suggested.

For more information about the event,
contact Vivian McFalls (607-8775 or
vmfalls60@gmail.com).

Powell Middle School production

The Powell Middle School drama club
will perform the classic 1952 American
musical-romantic comedy ‘Singin in the

Rain Jr.’ at 7 p.m., Thursday-Saturday,
March 22-24 in the middle school gym.
More than 40 students will perform.
Tickets: $5 students; $7 adults. Available
at the door.

Yard sale for Meris

A large, multi-family yard sale is be-
ing held this Saturday, March 24, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m., Sharon Baptist Ministry
Center gym, 7916 Pedigo Road, to help a
local family. All proceeds will go toward
medical expenses of 21⁄2-year-old Meris
White. Meris, who was featured in a sto-
ry in the March 14 Halls/Fountain City
Shopper, has Alexander Disease, a type
of Leukodystrophy that results in the de-
generation of the nervous system. See
the story on her at www.knoxnews.com/
shopper-news.

Powell Lions Club members Nick Webb, John Corum, Cory Payne and Steven
Ross. SUBMITTED BY CORY PAYNE

Now 21⁄2, Meris White is adjusting to her new normal after months of testing
revealed last November that she has Alexander Disease (AxD), a form of
Leukodystrophy. T&K PHOTOGRAPHY
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